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The Borders is a new European art movement founded by Yves Ullens.

It was born from a desire to federate artists around a refection on abstract
photography and create a dialogue through exhibitions, publications and
many projects to come.

The Borders currently gathers seven international artists questioning the
limits of photography: Richard Caldicott (United Kingdom), Luuk de Haan
(Netherlands), Sebastiaan Knot (Netherlands), Niko Luoma (Finland), Liz
Nielsen (United States), Hanno Otten (Germany) and Yves Ullens (Belgium).



Manifesto

The Borders

| dream of a period when artists met, took the time to have lunch together and shared their ideas,
and sometimes even their knowledge.

| dream of a more open artistic world. A world where galleries dare to defend emerging
artists once again, where collectors take pleasure in discovering young talents, where art fairs
proudly display their top picks, where museums plan exhibitions bringing all generations of artists
together.

| dream of a more positive world, where beauty once again finds its place in art, and where
emotions are shared.

Birth of The Borders art movement

Abstraction has been the main subject of my work since the very beginning of my career as an
artist. My idea has always been to go beyond the limits of photography. It is an approach that
can be found in my positioning from my first creation. This approach has become more and more
concrete, structured, and conscious with the very practice of painting and the creation of the
LikeAPainting series in 2020, during the very particular period of the global Covid-19 pandemic,
when everyone was locked down. This series served me as a starting point to create a movement
that brings together other artists with joined-up thinking. This project of a new art movement was
first announced in my work LikeAPainting in 2021, then in the collective exhibition The Colour of
Light at the Mark Rothko Centre in Daugavpils, Latvia, the same year.

The movement was born in Belgium, but the roots will definitely be European and may later spread
to the whole world.

The Borders

The Borders is used in English. In the Larousse dictionary, the word ‘border’ is defined as
“a delimitation, a limit between two different things”. The theme of borders is strongly linked to the
current events of our era. An era marked by the geopolitical fragmentation of the world (territorial
disputes, strengthening or closing borders, significant migration flows, etc.). By analogy, this title
invites artists to go beyond their comfort zone, to take one step further, to open and widen their
borders, to avoid being afraid of the other as a stranger.

The goal of The Borders movement is to question and test the limits of abstract photography
with other forms of art: play with these limits, cross them, transgress them, experiment with
them, make a link with painting, sculpture, etc., encourage exchanges, bring artists together. This
movement aims to bring together abstract photography artists whose main work is clearly related
to non figurative painting. The resemblance is such that it can sometimes lead the spectator to
confusion and loss of reference points.



Create an art movement today

| have been learning about abstract photography for 25 years and collecting abstract artwork by
meeting artists, visiting exhibitions and art fairs. This research gave me a fairly global vision - even
if incomplete - on abstraction in photography, but also on other forms of art.

My first observation is that abstraction has been a subject on its own since the beginning of
photography. From the start, photographers have experimented with this process through
deconstructed images. Afterwards, photographic abstraction became a subject on its own and
had its time of glory during the first half of the 20th century, notably with Man Ray and Laszlo
Moholy-Nagy, and then continued after the war. Moholy-Nagy is one of my mentors for his artistic
reflection. The evolution of the image is often linked to the rise of new technologies, but what can
also be noticed, is a desire of the artists to move away from reality and to experiment.

My second observation is that, in recent years, there have been very few new art movements
bringing together artists with a common vision. The last clearly defined major European art move-
ments or currents are the following: the Dusseldorf School of Photography in the 80s, The Young
British Artists in the 90s, and the artists of the Helsinki School of Photography in the late 90s and
in the early 2000s.

Today, it is time to unite artists around a common interest and theme. Because | realized that a
certain number of confirmed or emerging photography artists are still interested in abstraction
and clearly challenge the boundaries between photography and painting; this is actually an
approach similar to mine. As a result of this observation, | wanted to bring artists together in
order to claim this common vision to defend it together and disseminate it as best as possible to
cultural institutions through exhibitions and publications. Artists are often isolated in their studios,
especially in the current context, and they are probably unaware or little aware of the work of
other artists with the same approach as theirs. This feeling of isolation is reinforced by social
media which tend to drown and dissolve everyone's creations in this ocean of images. Each artist
is of course different, but the diversity of their works brought together could be a richness and
would allow a greater impact through the movement.

The movement could be a beacon serving as a landmark for artists, collectors, galleries, art centres

and museums. It could also raise public awareness and interest in photographic abstraction. And
finally, it could allow photography to be seen differently.

Yves Ullens
Founding Member The Borders

January 2022
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After a long reflection on abstract photography and the idea of creating an art movement,
Yves Ullens contacted several artists to invite them to join him in this exciting new

adventure. Following the positive reactions of the artists, he wrote a manifesto explaining
his approach.

In January 2022, The Borders art movement was born!

For the signature, from left to right : Richard Caldicott, Yves Ullens, Hanno Otten, Sebastiaan Knot, Niko
Luoma and Luuk de Haan



Exhibitions

Spring 2023 :
MOB-ART Studio, Luxembourg
www.mob-artstudio.lu

The exhibition The Borders presented at the Mob-Art Studio gallery in Luxembourg (from
May 11 to June 17, 2023) was an important event bringing together for the first time the
works of all the artists from this new European art movement. Almost all the artists were
present on site to celebrate this inaugural event. It was also an opportunity for Yves
Ullens to present the movement and the artists to the public who came in large audience

Invitation of the exhibition

The

Borders

Luc De Haan
Richard Caldicott
Sebastiaan Knot
Niko Luoma

Liz Nielsen
Hanno Otten
Yves Ullens

Lue Schpeder et le MOB-ART studio ont e plaisic de vous convier ay vernissage
de i premidre expesition du Nouvesy mouvement artistique europden

The Borders

initié par le photographe Yves Uilens et rdunissant sept artistes intermationau
autour de la frontidre entre iz photographie abstraite et fa peinture

g se tiendra

JEUDI 11 MAI 2023 de 17H30 a 20H30
en présence des artistes

Expaosition du 11 mal au 17 juin 2023




Catalog of the exhibition
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Boraders

May 11 - June 17, 2023




Views of the exhibition




The artists of The Borders

Hanno Otten (Germany)



7 Sebastiaan Knot (Netherlands)

Clic to view Yves Ullens’ speech for the opening of the exhibition in Luxembourg
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Naissance d’un nouveau mouvement, The Borders est en marche, Gwennaélle Gribaumont,
in Arts Libres, n°22, Année 35, semaine du 31 mai au 6 juin 2023
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The Borders CoIIectlf artlsthue haut en couleurs, Fabien Weders in L'éventail, été 2023, p.48-49-50.
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“The goal is to question and test the limits of abstract
Timits, cross them, them, i with them, make alink with painting an pture.” Ullens
continees Amonget those featured is Rotterdam-based Sebastiaan Knot (b, 1970], whose illusory
L geometric works are created without any digital manipulation. Crisply folded sheets of card pop out from
. red snd pink wallt - £33t Flight Al the eolour you st hare is Fght: every object
Aesthetlca Svers  Mopes Sy Adbi Cusiveiiog  Drediny ian:;cWiﬁin!memm.mmislupﬂaimtmwm:'ac«msiﬁmo!simple
shapes bs placed In the studio, surrounded by studie lamps with different colour fitters, When shooting, the
compsition isilhumi i This creates.a unigue shat with scattered light, shadows and
mixed colours. The use of a lens adds optical iilusion and causes us to question what we see”

Abstract Revival

Other featured arti i ive Niko Lugma, whe creates analogue adaptations of famous
‘paintings ik Van Gogh's Chair (1888), Shapes collide, overl Elsewhere ar {butions by
Richard Caldicott, Luuk De Haan, Liz Mielsen and Hanno Ctten. Caldi o e D and
“Border”is dth; i i i i context. | itics it kitchen i into Colour Fi ati ini of Mark Raithis, Barnett Newmasn and
refers to the boundaries dividing ane country from ansther. Indesign, meanwhile, it might refer toa Helen Frankenthaler, Elsewhere, Nielsen harnesses Eght with increasingly avant-garde results. Each artist
decorative frame or edging. “The theme of borders is strongly linked to the current events of our era” demanstrates their swn approach to the challeage of abstraction: working with objects, phategraphic
writes Yoes Ullens (b, 1940), a Brussels-b actimage ' ight and colowr, He s chemscals and palettes indistingt - yet connected - ways. What's perhaps most striking here is the absence
rederring to a mament intime “marked by the fragmentation of the workd thecugh territorial disputes, itisation. In ldwh and filters are only aclick or tap iy, The Borders shons us what
strengthening or closing borders and significant migration” What unites these definitions is the idea of can be achitvid by stripping photograptty back to the core elements of light, space and timing.
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Image Credits:
1. N52TER, € Sebastiaan Knot
2 N53545, 8 Sebastiaan Knat
3. M51802, © Sebastiaan Knot
4. Matrix 15,08, Brussels [Belgium) © Yves Ullens

Abstract Revival, in Aesthetica Magazine, The Art and Culture Magazine,
Issue 113, June-July 202



Fall 2023 : Upcoming Exhibition

The Borders - October 26 to November 25, 2023

Opening Thursday 26 October from 5.30pm to 9pm

Marc Minjauw Gallery

Place Stéphanie 2/9 - Passage Galerie Louise, Brussels (Belgium)

www.mmagallery.be
After a first step in Luxembourg, the exhibition dedicated to The Borders movement will
be presented in the new space of the Marc Minjauw gallery in Brussels (place Stéphanie

area) this autumn. You are invited to discover the exhibition and meet the artists the
opening day, Thursday October 26.

Invitation of the exhibition

Bo-l;ggrﬁ. .

The
Borders

New Eurorean ArT MOVEMENT

Yves Ullens - fondateur (BE), Niko Luoma (F1). Richard Caldicott (GB), Luuk de Haan (NL),
Sebastiaan Knot (NL). Hanno Otten (DE) et Liz Nielsen (US)
vous invitent au cocktail-vernissage de leur exposition “The Borders®

le Jeudi 26 octobre 2023 de 17h30 a 21hoo en présence des artistes
De retour du Luxembourg aprés une exposition a succes au MOB-ART studio,
les artistes membres du nouveau mouvement artistique européen "The Borders’

vous dévoileront en exclusivité leurs ceuvres,

Réponse souhaitée : marcammgallerybe
Lexposition sera accessible ensuite jusquiau 25 novembre 2023

SEL -

MARC MINJAUW GALLERY

o 5es
Parking tout proche s
‘Open from tuesday til sa
or by appointment.

788




Portfolio Limited edition collector box The Borders

Richard Caldicott, Luuk de Haan, Sebastiaan Knot, Niko Luoma, Liz Nielsen, Hanno
Otten, Yves Ullens. At the opening of The Borders exhibition in Brussels, the very first
portfolio of The Borders will presented.

Limited edition with 7 prints enclosed in a collector box.
Signed, numbered and limited to 15 copies plus 7 Artist proofs.
Published in October 2023. 30 x 40 cm (each print) — 32 x 44 x 2 cm (portfolio)

Photographs by Richard Caldicott, Luuk de Haan, Sebastiaan Knot, Niko Luoma,
Liz Nielsen, Hanno Otten, Yves Ullens.
Retail price: € 2.100 + VAT 21%

info@theborders.eu

Richard Caldicott Niko Luoma

Liz Nielsen Sebastiaan Knot
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Luuk de Haan Hanno Otten

Yves Ullens

B &« @

©The Borders - Brussels - October 2023
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